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— AVE obſerved, with great concern, 
the growing inattention of the public to- 
wards the diſcuſſion of the ſlave trade, a 
ſubje& in which, as you juſtly obſerve, | 
«© the intereſts, not only of this country, 
e nor of Europe alone, but of the whole 
« world, and of poſterity, are involved.” 
You only, Sir, have {till the virtue to per- 
ſevere in your exertions ; to abſtra& your 
attention from the paltry revolutions of 
Europe, and to employ your precious time 
and abilities in favour of the unfortunate 
Africans, even while they ungratefully re- 


fuſe to think themſelves unfortunate; or to 


take any notice of your unſolicited exer= 
| „„ tions. 


ym» - 1 


4). 
Gon s. PR therefore, Mr. Wilberforce, 15 


are the natural patron of all ſ peculators on 
the ſubject; and it is in this quality that 
1 preſume to claim a part of your atten- 


| | tion. i, . 1 f „„ 


1 am, Sir, a =D Engliſhman, and, like | 


| moſt of my countrymen, have ſome know- 


| ledge and ſome prejudices. I believe that 
the French ate frogs and wore wooden 


ſhoes, until their glorious. revolution had 
left them nothing to eat, and no ſhoes to 


burn I hate ſlavery; aud having con- 


vinced myſelf, by the reaſonings of our 


friend Mr. Clarkſon, that Guinea captains 


are in the habit of poiſoning their crews, 


and chat Weſt⸗ India planters are very fond 
of maiming and ſtarving the negroes, on 


whom they depend for ſubſiſtance, be- 
came an carly convert to the project of 


35 aboliſhing the African flave trade. I might 
add, that my zeal has not been uſeleſs, aud 
that 


En, 
wi 


_ = 


As) 

that I have made ſome proſelytes, even 
amon 8 thoſe who, from their total ! ignor 
rance with reſpect to Africa and the Weſt 
Indies, were leaſt intereſted in the ſucceſs 
of our undertaking. But I will not take 
the glory to myſelf. Human reaſon had 
little ſhare in diſſeminating our opinions, 
and the moſt profane and deſperate unbe- 

levers cannot attribute to. ſuch a ſource, 
the numerous petitions to parliament that 

: have e in our . 
- ads: 5 5 8 took 
time to reflect: I ſay unfortunately, be- 
cauſe ſuch a delay could only tend to diſ- 
turb and confound the underſtandings of 
His Majeſty's loving ſubjects. I, alas! 
have had « more than my ſhare of the gene- 
ral perplexity. You will ſcarcely believe 
it, Sir, but my confuſion of mind came 
upon me immediately after that glorious. 
flit play of f eloquence, which will immor, 
| „ 5 taline 


talize be name po Wilberforce. Whit 

£58 = all your 3 entered into all your ar- ; 

guments, and adopted all your concluſions, | 
When you ſaid to the Houſe of Commons, 


** wherever the ſun ſhines, let us go round 


| the world with him diffuſing our beneſi- 
| 50 cence,” I could bear it no longer, but 
5 leb the Houſe, in order to meditate in 
rd. A committee 
of little Gt a ee conſtellation! 
all embarking on a voyage through the 
ecliptic !—lIt was a moſt tranſporting idea. 
The Er preſs's tour in the Crim was ry 
joke to it. But. when I reflected on the wn 
gouty members—on the married members 


hen I conſidered that the old ſun, who 2 


might be ſuppoſed to know his buſineſs, | 
had done fo little for the eroancipation of 
 Aﬀica—l began to.doubt whether it would 
be practicable to aboliſh ſlavery by tranſ· 
porting the Houſe of Commons. . 


n 


4 


"Ge ſince this: firſt moment of confuſion, "x 
. 1% never been able to reaſon ſtraight | 
forward, or to my own ſatisfaction. Even 

when . I endeavoured. to. follow up your | 
moſt victorious arguments—when I ſet off 


: from the ſame premiſes —I found myſelf 
inſenſibly led to oppoſite concluſions, 


This, however, 1 couceived to be neither 
your fault nor mine, but the natural effect t 

of ſolitary meditation. A man, I appre- 
hend, ought never to diſcuſs any point 
with himſelf: he has ſuch a natural parti: 


ality. for all the ſuggeſtions of his own un- 
derſtanding, he has ſuch a deference for 


the objections that himſelf has raiſed, and 
| makes allowances on all ſides fo much be- 


yond what he is in honour bound to do, 


that if he is not of a ſtrong conſtitution, | | 
he may probably die without forming any . 
opinion at all. But when he is engaged ; 
with a good ſubſtantial antagoniſt, he has 
only one ſide of the argument to attend to, . 


N and 


! 
£ 
| 
1 
1 
j 

} 
j 
' 
* 
| 
+ 
g 


3 — 
— 


— - 


; 5 his facts; and ho 2 


| I 6. 5 

nnd" no ceremonies to obleive; . hs? may 
treat his adverſary as you treat Mr. Norris; 
be may pervert his reaſonings, and eie 


ever unequal he may prove | 
in the conflict, he muſt be very unlucky, 
or very ignorant in the practice of diſpute, - 
if he does not remain at laſt in full poſſeſ- 5 
- fion of his own opinion. For theſe weighty 
cauſes, having provided myſelf with as 


much logie as I could conveniently carry, 5 


1 went in ſearch of an enemy againſt 
whom 1 might diſcharge i it; and I fooh 
found one at a neighbouring coffee houſe, 
in the perſon of a tall ſun-burnt Weſt 
indias, whom, from the blackneſs of his 

eyes and the whiteneſs of his teeth, I 
ſtrongly ſuſpect of being what es call an 
8 


| After ſome converſation, which was: 
only intended to introduce my ſubject, 1 . 
proceeded to make a Pane ne on 1 civiliza- 


* 


tion, 


8 


5 68 


. RP the paren at. of humanity. 1 obſerved, 


as you have done, Sir, that European, 


Princes never go to war but from the beſt 
motives, 4 zeal for the, maintenance. of com- 
i merce, and a tender love for their ſubjects : 
that theſe their royal views were: fully ap- 35 
parent from their royal manifeſtoes, by 
Which they in their mercy make known ta 
the world, the times and ſeaſons at which 
the deſolation of Europe becomes neceſſary 
to its happineſs : but that in Africa the 
victims of war had the additional miſery 
of knowing, chat their deſtruction was | 
owing: to reſentment or jealouſy, or ſome 
equally unnatural paſſion, the exiſtence. of 


which muſt neceſſarily be attributed to the ä 


accurſed ſlave trade. I then repeated the | 
third reſolution propoſed by you to the 5 


Houſe of Commons, and waited with an 


- 
A 


air of triumph for the anſwer. of my anta - . 


goniſt. 5 8 


jel | e 
5 „„ It, 


— — 


c EET In 


* 


<3) 


U ihe ugly man in the coffee | houſe. 


| replied as Ons 1 1 


5 4 
66 
66 
4 

2 


< 66 


« Since you tell me th: at the flave tend 
"as neceſſarily a ten dency to deſtroy. the 


| political happineſs of Africa by pro- „ | 


moting wars, and its domeſtic happineſs 
by perverting the courſe of juſtice, L 


muſt ſuppoſe that you infer this ten- 


dency from paſt experience, or that you 
think 1 it 6 demonſtrable 95 Ry 
ment. TOS z 


: « The appeal to experience may be "PR 


6c 


* 
* 


3 
* 


40 


decided. Are wars more frequent in 

Africa now than formerly ? You wil. 

tell me, that this cannot be aſcertained 
for want of ſufficient data to ground 
the compariſon. But, of the nu umerous 
wars which have come to our know- 
ledge, can you prove that any one has | 


- Fed oy the operation «be 


66 {have 


9 


66 


„4 


46 


45 9 b 
* ſlave trade ? Certainly not. Is not this 


trade a voluntary trade on the part of 


the Africans, and have they not the 


power of putting an end to it whenever 

they ſhall ceaſe to think it advantageous ? 
++ Moſt affuredly. How then do you 
5. 


1 


prove that a cauſe is neceſſarily produc- 
tive of effects which it has never pro- 


« duced? If the Africans feel the many 
evils you have deſcribed, why do they 


not end them? If they do not feel ä 
them, how do you ww that ſuch mat 


5 exiſt 0; 


* 


* 


15 cc 1 45 not aller 3 the Aims are 


6 either very happy, or very wiſe; 1 only 


860 


6 


"66 


16: contend, that their miſeries are not aug- 
mented by our trade, and that, in their 


intereourſe 1 us, nw reaſon . 


4 


«6 The practice of ee 1 of. 


cc 


war appears to prevail very generally 


„ e ee 


. } 1 TH 8 Africa; 3 ET. a cuſtam, 


. 


9 1 


though contrary to juſtice, is eaſily ex- 
55 % plained on motives of policy. What : 
-conduCc tare, we to expect from a barba- 5 

4 rous conqueror to his priſoners ? ? By re- 
4 ſtoring them on the ſpot, he might loſe 
the fruits of his victory; and, to keep 
„ them till the return of peace, and after - 


He wards liberate them, may not be practi- 


$6: cable, as. few. uncivilized countries pro- 
b duce any conſiderable exceſs of provi- 
*« ſions. By enſlaving his priſoners, he 
wy obtains. the double advan tage of weaken - 
5 ing the enemy, and of adding to his 


% own army as many ſoldiers as can be 


A « replaced at home by the labour of the 
5 captives. The adoption of this policy - 
„ among the neighbouring nations will 
produce in each a ſtock of domeſtic 
4 ſlaves : this. ſtock will form a part 7 
ny, their wealth men will become pro- 


FR pere, 


« perty, and, like all 
« Te  transferrable. ” 


92 1 of 7 - 5 0 4 "Rn. A ö 2 ; ** 1 14 
2 bg . 2 * 4 WS" 1 7 5 — * * a * : » * we 5 4 
8 ' x 


een ee will 


«Jn this ſtate of FW, n 4 8. 


. 4 reign market opened, what will be the 


*< conſequence ! 5 Slaves, you ſay, will con⸗ 


o fiderably increaſe in value true; and 


„ wars will therefore become leſs bloody 
than before. But you contend, that 


, _ will likewiſe become more fre- 
quent, becauſe they will become profit- 
. able: and here we e 17 a 

« 1 one nation in Africa poſſeſſed ex- 
«6 clufively any article of commerce, I can 
 * conceive that the neighbouring nations 


«© might endeavour to procure by violence 


«© what they could not obtain in any other 
ce way: but ſlaves in Africa are the uni- 
4 werſal merchandiſe. When a nation wants 
European commodities, it ſeems more 


X 


« 


* 


6 


natural to purchaſe theſe with its ſuper- | 
5 [ «c fluous 


5M 


0 : 12 13 


. « fluous ſtock, than to endanger this ”— 
I « perfluity i in a war with its neighbours. 
Wars may be frequent in countries 
here men are of little or no value; 


e but I do not underſtand why an increaſe 


66 « of their s mould make. a nation more 


KH Ie 0 


e * 
* «% AF {1 


% 2 3 


© OS totally void of humanity, and regardleſs | 


” « of every thing but their intereſt. - We 


ee know that the principal part of- the 
t from the i interior. coun- 


ans try, which i 18 inacceſſible to Europeans, 


and where their intrigues can have no 


55 influence. They might, perhaps, ſue - 
* ceed in exciting a war on the ooaſt; but 
by ſo doing they would completely de- 


X 


t feat the purpoſe. of their voyage, becauſe 
we know that, during every ſuch war, 


. * all trade i 18 N 5 and for chis rea- 
„ 


1 


a ge us now conſider Aegan g 
<« of our traders, whom we will ſuppoſe 


#4 6, 


hs 
7 


eh 


"a 


6 


tay 
fon all authors agree, that it in every dif 
ſention among the natives, the European 
traders are em ployed as mediators, be- 
cauſe they have the. nd intereſt in 
the enden of e 


trade reſts ſolely on allegations, unſup- 


ported by proof. The Africans are un- 


« civilized, and their penal laws may be 
abſurd ; but we know that our own ex- 
+ cellent code originated in a period of the 

groſſeſt barbariſm. We may call witch · 
craft an imaginary crime; but would 5 


not the African conſider in the ſame 


light the crimes of coining and forgery } 


We are told, on the authority of the 


| convicts themſelves, that many of them 
7 were unjuſtly condemned; but do our 
* own convicts. always acquieſce in .the | 
< juſtice of their condemnation ? Every 
„ witneſs who has reſided in Africa aſſures 


. 66 us, 


Cu) 


us, Unt the laws are moſt ſt cely a e 
niſtered. The reward held out in Eng · . 
land for the detection of erimes is not 


* 


* 


56 


py 


4 leſs likely to operate as a temptation to 
6 Africa; and we have no means for its 
« prevention, ſo formidable as their teſt 

c6« 


> 


997" Feteech, which produces the inſtant ; 
8 deſtruftion of the POLITE offender. | 55 


6 As a beste of this acts of ens which | 
„ the ſlave trade has a neceſſary tendency. 
10 to produce, Mr. Wilberforce has told us 

| « 4 ſtory of a King of Barbeſſin, who got | 

" if drunk by Dr. Spaarman” s bed-fide, and 

6 then burnt a village of his own in order 


i * to procure a ſtock of ſlaves, whom he 55 
855 propoſed to exchange with the Euro- 
peans for brandy. The fact may, per- 

1 haps, be true, for there is no crime of 

1 « which a drunken deſpot may not be 


* a ; but upon what principle can 
6 | Tg. . „ his 


15 ) 
247 Why his exceſſes be BP to the European 
ul ſlave trade? Let us ſuppoſe | that this 
«, trade had not exiſted, but that the Euro- | 
7 peans had wanted a cargo of gum, or 
any other commodity, i is it not evident, 


te that ſlaves being leſs valuable, he muſt 
„ have burnt more villages, and have ſold 


"06 to his. neighbours a greater number of | 
e is ſubjects, in order to procure ſuch a 
quantity of gum as might be ſufficient 
Wi exchange for the brandy he wanted! ? 
4 &« It 1s thi 8 daes) fa mages 
. ally prevalent i in Africa, which is the 
< real evil. While that continues, while 
5 ſlaves 270 a transferrable property, every 
trade that we can deviſe with Africa 
% mult operate as a ſlave trade, and it will _ 
operate more fatally than the preſent, | 
55 becauſe, in proportion as men become. 
leſs valuable, their lives will be leſs care- 
2 preſerved. The evil is inveterate, 


„„ 5 | | and, 


La) 8 


„ 


cc 


| Q 


+ 


are not incited to labour by wants, 


x 8 
* 4 © 2 


„ 


am afraid, cannot eafily- be extir« 
«© pated, becauſe, 1 in a country where men 


can only be compelled to it by violen 

1 Ty It is L to foreſee what will be 

| 5 effected by the miſſion of Mr. Wadſtrom 
55 and the eſtabliſhment of the new Jeru- | 
+ falem 3 but 1 in the mean time, as it is 


44 probable: that the Africans do not con- 


% demn to ſhyery the moſt. virtuous -” 


their countrymen, nor export the moſt 
„ tractable of their ſlaves and captives, it 
$6 ſeems natural to infer, that little ad- 


A 


#4 


vantage can accrue from the abolition 
„ of the preſent trade, and that the ciyili- : 

66 Zatjon of Africa would not be much 

1 5 ” promoted by the annual diſperſion — 
eight enen prifonces. and con- 

55 victs. | | 


845 this 1 Sit, my. eee | opt . 
6 A ous I had no time to rally my 


ideas > 


” ideas, and inarſhal Wide i in aer of argu- 
ment. *F thetefore contented myſelf with 
telling hir, that 1 diſſented from his opi- 
nions; that the flave trade had been found 
by experience to carry miſery and deſola- 
tion wherever it had extended, and that 
: theſe evils were intetwoven n with its firſt 

8 


4 To this (replicd he) 1 can only an- | 


. mer, chat your firſt aſſertion is div: + 


5 ported by proof, and the ſecond an evis 
« dent abfurdity. The principle Jas the 
« ſhave trade, and of every trade, is che 
er deſtre of gain; ; this frequently may, 
0 and probably does, produce, i in both par- Uh 


1 


7 ties, a diſpoſi tion to evade or infringe 
64 the laws of their reſpective communi- 
8 ties. Were it otherwiſe, all commer- 

& cial regulations would be abſurd, be- 

8 cauſe every ſuck regulation 1 is known to 

« operate as 4 check on commercial inter- Es 

PE D „ « courſe. | 


cn). 


3 
— .} 


' the ſlave trade, and you have certainly a 


« right to declare your own incapacity to - 


1 ſuggeſt a remedy againſt them ; but to 
1 « declare them without remedy, is to 

4 aſſert, that the Legiſlature of your coun- 
« try is totally deficient, either in e. 


f 6 


* 


or in wiſdom.” 


Oe L 7 you will admit, that this 


way of treating me Was very provoking. 
I determined to be contemptuous in my 


turn, and, becauſe 1 thought my anſwer 
| would ſound. the better for a claſſical allu- 


ſion, 1 told him, that J had rather be mi: 5 
taken with ſuch a man as you, than be in 
the right with ſuch a man as he, whom I 
could not but ſuſpect of being ſteeled 


againſt the tender feelings of humanity by 
the habit of living among the victims af - 
oppreſſion : : and laſtly, that whatever might 
. be the ſucceſs of your efforts here, I truſted 
| that 


© courſe. . may have prevailed it 


s 


(- 19 1 | 
14 


Ny uot the facred flame of liberty would ſoon 
: break out in Africa and 1 in the Weſt Indies, 


: This, Sir, I thought would nettle him; y 


but, to my great ſurpriſe, he only ſmiled, 


15 
4 
92 


and quietly refurned his ns as l 
| lows: $5: | 


6 « Suppoſe you ſhould BP to . 
Engli iſh army a letter couched in theſe 
terms — My friends, I have been ſtudy- 
ing the principles of liberty, and find 
that you are all ſlaves, You are ſubje& 


? to laws which are not recognized by 
your fellow citizens you are liable to 
be beaten for getting drunk, which is a 


pleaſant action, and not naturally eri- 


minal; or for neglecting to hold up 
vyour heads, or to walk in a particular 
direction; neither of which things are 


naturally virtuous. If you think fit to 
change your profeſſion, you will be 
whipped, or, perhaps, ſhot, although 5 

Dz „ even 


(#1) 


- every man has a natural right to quit 


PP 


(( 


. 


one profeſſion for another, 1 think 


your pay very inſufficient, and am con- 
vinced that you muſt be extremely miſe- 


rable, becauſe you will naturally make 


| the ſame reflections as I have done. 

Perhaps ſome deceit has beeri employed 

in order to trepan you into the ſervice ; 
but even if you | have voluntarily enliſted, 

| the compact is void, becauſe no man has 


a a right to p85 with his liberty, | 


5 Such a letter, Sir, —_ 2. be ? 


conſidered as a proof of indiſcretion ra- 


- * - — 


ther than of humanity ; but! in holding - 
the ſame language to the negroes your 


motive is admitted as a ſufficieut juſtifi- : 


cation, becauſe an inſurrection 1 in the 5 


Weft Indies could lead to no worſe con- 
ſequences than the maſſacre of a few 
planters, with their wives and, families. 


18 Bur, Sir, Your mode of judging theſe 


« planters 


| | < 
66 
c 


66 


66 


6c 


(=) 


« planters] is not perfectly agreeable to the 


„ common rules of juſtice. You may 
< have ſeen a ſoldier tied to the halberts, 


4 


and writhing under the laſh; will you 


therefore conclude, that the Bririſh offi- 
$6: cers are void of humanity ? or would it 
be any extenuation of ſuch a calumny 
to add, that they are not naturally hard- 
* hearted, but become ſo by the frequent ; 
inſpection of theſe ſanguinary execu- 
tions? No man forms his opinion of the 
Engliſh nation from the contents of an 
Engliſh ſeſſions paper; and yet it was 
on ſimilar materials that it was propoſed 
to ground our condemnation, if a ſuffi- 
4 cient quantity could have been collected | 
by the malignant ndullry of our reve- 
rend inquiſitors. 


44 With 1 to Me. Wilberforce, I 
20 know nothing but what I have learnt 
85 « from his f. Ps you will therefore 

4 permit 
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"$6 permit me to make ſome” remarks on 


„ fthat performance before 1 ſubferibe to 


= "oh panegyric which you are pleaſed 5 
4 * beſtow 0 on Fs s charagter, 1 


$43 8 
S 3 


. The flave tale ha long been 8. 85 


80 ſubject of public diſcuſſion: 8 regulating ; 
. &« 1 had paſſed, for the purpoſe of cor- _ 
of recting ſuch abuſes as were thought to 
hy have prevailed i in the mode of tranſport- 


TH ing negroes to the Weſt Indies; . it had : : 


been declared, that the ſituation of the 
4 negroes in the iſlands was greatly i im- : 


4 proved during the laſt thirty years; and 


8 


„ at this period Mr. Wilberforce came 7 
« forward to prove, that the regulating act 
4 had regulated nothing, that a palliative - 
was in the nature of things impoſſible, 


KR 


and that the humanity of the planters, 5 
_ * which had been hitherto e 
. ought to become i in future che effect of 


1 
* \ 1 


N 


3 087 compulſion,” 


” * > I 
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te 
66 
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4 
. 


an 23 5 


| 5 © . chat every e 
15 « read the voluminous. report of the Privy 


Council, he furniſhes. them. with a rule 


| for Judging of the veracity. of its con- 


1 — Bebe. 


5 66 4 mean Nc hey t to 1 it 1 as 
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ce 
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. ce "Manes . 1 conceive > chat I gain very 
Üttle information by learning a act, un- 


% 


6 


= > 


40 


6 


. 


. b 


my principle, that evidences, and eſpe· 
cially interefted, evidences, are not to be 


1 judges of the argument. In matters of 


fact, I admit their competency - but in 
reaſoning about cauſes and effebts, I hold 


them to be totally! incompetent. I will 
not believe the mere opinions of African 
traders concerning the nature and con- 
8 ſequences of the ſlave trade, &c.“ a 


leſs I know whether! it is an uſual event, 


or an exception to general « cuſtom: and 
for this Imuſt truſt to the opinion of the 
3 © 106 „ witneſs, 


Le 
5 — 


» __ 
. —_— 


W 1 — —V—. 
ens Ge meg Rear eee wig — 


. Xt a 3 
„„ . formed by reaſoning on ; cauſes in | 
* effetts, But as all the ai ;fntereſted wit- 
„ neſſes on this queſtion have contented 
e themſelves with only viſſting the coaſts 
7 of Africa, and thoſe who have refided in 
2 -- |. . 4 the country have done fo from interefled 
| 6: motives, it follows that their credibility = 
will be in an inverſe ratio to their ee. . 
r e, VVÄTMPs 155 (1 


as 
——— . — ** 
— - r 
FX "\ 3 — — — 
— 
* 


* N « er ener , F: \betiove, i ne 
Much leſs ſerupulous in admitting opi- 
* ions, which they can afterwards cor- 
4 rect, than facts, in which the error can- 
2 not be fo eaſily detected. For inftance ; 
„when Mr. Wilberforce declared that, in 
86 bis opinion, the culture of indigo would | 7 
=_ i: « preatly contribute to the wealth and po- 
e pabtion tf Africa, the Houſe very qui- 
en acquieſced: but if he had gſertet 
＋*— *: gs fart that the culture of this plant is 
= | Ly not W pernicious to health, 
5 | us * 


— San * 
— — —äm . 


* 
a . + : 
* 


| „ 

«6 2 would m— required fans 0 confir= 
5 6 « haye found. that bis A was 1 
| | effetual expedicnt that could be 

as i deviſed for the tic e of | 
0 e 


$6. | Men of plain nds will 
«6 compare evidences with eath other, and 
„with ſuch notions as they know to be 
well founded, When a witneſs from | 
Gores tells us that it is the practice of 
e the Moors to croſs the Niger, and to 
„ ſeize the women and children in the 
= er villages whilſt the men are at work in 
e the fields, we ſhall ſuſpend our belief, 
et hecauſe there js no ſuch riyer as the 
++ Niger on the weſtern coaſt of Africa, 
and becauſe, in the country which he 
$6 deſcribes, i the women, and not the men, 
66 are employed in agriculture, When 
66 Mr, Wadſtrom tells us, that the French 
E 44 Captains 
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8 1 out a ſtock of 1 mercury for very different 


cc. 


5 purpoſes. When a ſtill more reſpectable 
| perſon, when Mr. Wilberforce himſelf 


6x" 


2 aſſures us, that 0 it is the con nflant prac- 


cc 
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| hold, they would not obſerve much 5 


46 


566 
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(46). 


u ine take out a quantity of mer- 
cury, which they affix with the food of 


the ſlaves, we may ſuſpect that a na- 


tion ſo famous for gallantry might: take x 


not uſually ſet fail without the previous 


| tice,” in the Rican trade, © to ſet fail 
in the night, leſt the ſlaves ſhould be . 


5 ſenſible of their departure, we ſhall 
humbly repreſent to him that ſhips do 


. 


ceremony of weighing anchor. That 


this ceremony, as well as that of Salu- f 

ting, muſt neceſſarily awaken the atten- ; 
tion of the flaves to the moment of their = 
departure—that, being confined in the : 


teration in the proſpect, though they 


dhould fail at mid- day and laſtly, that 


in n tropical climates the wind blows off 


- * * 


? 
1 


3 8 th.” 7 „ PET * 
m en 5 1 a 4 
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+» 
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. ſhore "MI Abi a ſhort time | before 


4 and after ſun-riſe, and that a conſtant 


practice of failing againſt the wind is : 


&« ſuch a wicked inſtance of perverſity as 


„ cannot eaſily be credited, even on the | 
6 aflartion of Mr. Wilberforce. | 


. But ne his principle eſtabliſhed, 


what is his practice! ? He relates to the 
6 Houſe, from the teſtimony of Captain 
Eng: Hall, what he calls the tragedy of Ca- 
5 labar, containing a fact, VIZ. a war be- 
Co tween two towns, and a matter of opi- 
„ nion, viz. that this war was excited by 
a the Engliſh traders. Here. Mr. Wilber- 


e force, 1 in direct oppoſition. to his own 


principle, blends the fact and opinion, ö 


6 and ſtates them as equally inconteſtible. 
„ You will fay, perhaps, that he had, in 


60 "this inſtance, particular reaſons for be- 
« ing ſo prodigal of belief? Not at all. - 


bf Captain Hall relates a circumſtance 
E 2 EN vs which 


1 "© 2 * 
| 4 an heard: fifkeon years ago,. and 
» which, happened five years before his ar- 
rival in Africa: the conduct that he at- 
| e the tradexs is not leſs abſurd 


S, betauſe (as I haue al- 
« ak obſerved). during a war on the 


« coaſt all trade is ſuſpended : and the wit- 
* neſs. confeſſes. that the Englich were re- 
<&,' ceived, after their pretended: treachery, 


* wink, * _— a8 n 


* 


2 „ Mr. Wdilberforce. 18 very fond, of nar- 


+4 rations. Having told us the hiſtory: of 


* 4 King: of Barbeſſin, and: the _ 
4: ſtory off Calabar, - he proceeds: to tell 


8 . another ſtory: about a Captain. a Bibbyand 
. King at the river Cameroons. The 
0 „Captain, it ſeems, had: advanced! goods 


*. to the computed vabue of eigheylaves; 


< on the credit of thirty. hoſtages, who 5 
„% were. alledged to be relations of the 


: * . and other perſons of diſtinction in 


3 : | GER RCs - TG. 


| (= ) 
| £ 6 the country 3 and, when the natives te- 
: edeem them, he carried them | 
off with kirn to-Barbadoes. The people 
of the country; in return, ſeized; ſone 
_< Engliſh Captains whom: they found on 
more, and cxtorted from them the value 
< of the pavns earried off by Capt. Bibby; 
in conſequence of which theſe Captains 
_« tranſmitted a petition to-Governor Parry, 
0 . that Captain e orig 
eon c to reſtore his pl: 95 | 
* was-julÞ that he alone ſhould ſoffer b 
« his own miſconduct. So far the ſtorx 


fſuited Mr. Wilberforce's purpoſe; bur 


« He very wiſely omitted to relate; that 
« the African Prince, having gained all 


e the advantages he had propoſed to him- 


„ 5: ſelf by his: artifices,. refuſed to receive 
his pretended children and relations, and 
Ad teſirock thar they might be carried back” 

and ſold in the Weſt W which was 
0 accordingly done. | 


1:1 et 


* : 
* 225 5 
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- 5 3 5 
8 1 80 K not mean to 1 Mr. WII der- 
5 « 1 for omitting ſuch circumſtances as 


may not ſuit his. argument, nor for em- 


a „ ploying ſamples of ſtories inſtead of the 


44 whole: he is deeply intereſted 1 in the 
BY £. ſucceſs. of a queſtion by Which he has 
+ * rio a kind of celebrity; . and It. is 


e natural that he {ſhould employ | every” 
4. means of obtaining a favourable deci- 
4e ſion. 1 only wiſh that his manner.may” 


« be underſtood, and that the profeſſions 


of candour and impartiality by which he 


46 prefaced his ſpeech may obtain. as: much- 5 


4 credit as the profeſſions of diffidence 
which made a part of the ſame pre- 


ee SF us now 1 755 1 par 
of the ſpeech, which relates to the mode 


e an ſlaves to che Tho Indies. 


os. 


. 

40 This part of the queſtion feet Ab 
64 ject to no difficulty; for if it be poſſible | | 
6 for the Britiſh Legiſlature to inſure the 


e ſafe conveyance of our own convicts to 


0 Botany Bay, and to provide againſt the 
| * diſeaſes naturally reſulting from ſo 
FR many changes of climate, it is cy | 
4 caſy to ſecure the health of the ne- 
« 'groes during a ſhort paſſage of ſix weeks. 
1 The charges exhibited againſt the for- 
0 mer mode of conveying ſlaves may 
1 « prove that regulations are neceſfary, but 
& cannot prove that they are impracticable. 
ds Mr. Wilberforce therefore would have 
« acted more wiſely in ſupprefling thoſe 
wild and extravagant deſcriptions which 

1 could not have obtained a moment's 
4 credit, even if they had not been poſi- 
* tively contradicted by the whole body of 
a evidence. But it is needleſs to detect 


. 1 * the falſehood of his ele ſince 


66 he 


JS 


= 4 he has here thought ft to take bis ore · 


< ' dit gn the ae * kis en. 8 


1 . «He 0 * 11 _s FINE} on an 
ut 4 average of all the ſhips, of which evi- 
« dence has been given at the Privy Coun. , 
44 cil, that, excluſive of thoſe who periſh | 
<< before they fail, not leſs than 124 per 


1 40 cent. periſh in the paſſage,” To theſe 


1 be adde 45 per cent. who die on ſhore 
| in the Weſt Indies. beforg the day of 


6 


55 1 8 and he quotes Mr. Long's hiſtory - 


4 to prove that one third of the remainder, 


1 or 331 per cent., die in the ſeaſoning. 


Upon the whole (ſays he) here is a 
« mortality of about 50 per cent: 


This would be, indeed, a moſt for- 
+ midable 1 Bu in the firſt. 
(c « place, : ; ; 


The 


— 
8 n . 


$$, 


CS. » „„ I 
= 90 The average number of ſlayes WhO 
5 periſh 1 in the paſſage,” as appears by 'the 


- « report of the Privy Council, is not 121 
— 


0 cent., but racer leſs than ten. 


* ee . This ? dec} the | 
Wie whole difference between the number 
« ſhipped and the number fold : - conſe- 
- Fg quently we muſt not add to theſe the 7? 
« per cent. ſuppoſed to periſh between 
« their arrival; in the iſlands and the time of 
8 ſale. | 


oy „ Thirdy, ! Mr. 1 11 not fo that 
one third of the negroes imported die in 
the ſeaſoning, but that one third of thoſe 
«© who arrive in a diſeaſed flate may pro- 


» 
© 
1 # 
* A 


„ 


22 bably die during the three firſt years. 5 
% Mr. Wilberforce has told us, that none 


i: 


* x 


but healthy negroes are purchaſed in 
Africa; but we will ſuppoſe, - if you 
« als that one fifth of theſe contract 
5 F. „„ mortal 


5 „ "OY . 
5 ; 46 . diſorders during alas zaſſage, 
0 44 per cent. die before the ſale, there : 

remains therefore -154 per cent., of 
which about a third, or 5 per cent., 
1 « iT; may be ſuppoſed to die in the OY: " 


The total loſs, therefore, amounts, on 


. theſe ſuppoſi tions, to 15 p per cent., bd 


| 5 — N to se, as s ſtated 1 Mr. * 


5 


« 
, 3 * * * & » : 2 * E 
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: n Ge 8 an t of exaggeration. re- 
3: 66 quires no comments : : we will therefore 
as now proceed to the third diviſion of his 
_ «4 ſpeech, in which he treats of the effects | 
that would follow in the Weſt ae 

« from the abolitior of the dave ve 


1 5 Mr. Wilberforce 9 0 us, thi OEM > 
« advanced thus far, he was DETER- 
66 MINED never to reft till he had accom- — 
000 eee > abolition of the dare trade. 5 ” 
=_ But he adds, chat his mind was ex- | 


1 PRES BY Red | 66 
. „ tremely | 


f n 


Re 


0 — harraſed by the re apc 
the merchants and others intereſted in 


A dh dete bn chav; it the in af 
WMWeſt Indies threatened us on one hand, 


oad of i iniquity p reſſed upon 


While this 
; „ us on the other, the alternative, indeed, 


"> was awful. Iam happy, Sir, to praiſe | 
rce where I can, and I ſin- - 
« cerely applaud him for having felt a 
45 momentary regret while he devoted: the 
« Weſt Indies to ruin, and their Negroes to 


„ Mr. Wilberf 


1 40 * deſtrution. | 


8 


„ 511 © way 


| 
f 


«Tn Fs . midit of this ama he 
4 fortunately reflected how ſtrange it was 
e Providence ſhould have ſo conſti- 
MP tuted the. world as to make one part of it 
is; depend for its exiſtence 0 x the depopu- 

< lation of the other.” Such a reflection, 
indeed, would have done little honour to 

% a man of leſs approved piety, becauſe it 
is evident that Providence. was in no 


2666), 


1 [andy acceſſary to the evil 


except in permitting the. A wo 


; * deſtroy the native inhabitants of the . 
iſlands, and thus to induce the neceſſity 


1 of repeopling them from Africa: but, Fl 


Mr. Wilber- 


E 


force's purpoſe. From this tine the 


: 62 « light. broke. in upon bim, and hes has Þ 
| 4 ind communicated to the world Aa. 
in this ſtate of i ilu- 


EO pn The 3 of ho negroes in 2 a = 
« iſlands ariſes from. four a rey ö 


en Mt. The worn of. 8 8 


ce. 2d. The diſorders contracted 1 in ale . 


* middle paſſage. i 
_ «© od. Exceſſive labour: rind wit 1 ; | 
> proper food : „ Y we.” - 
44 4th. The dr ful difloluteneſs of . 
„ their mans. | | 


= 


55 z 37 9 | 

ee theſe canſesir may be: nd: 

5 and if we aboliſh the ſlave trade, they 
mut be remedied: and then births will 
| 1 be increaſed : or elſe the deficiency may 


TY be-made up by the ſupernumerary houſe - 
< negroes or elſe we will introduce the 


„ PLOUGH and other machinery: or elſe, if 
the population ſhould decreaſe, and the 


1 produce with yp the "_— of e 


„„ Will increaſe, .- 


© . this is an rrefragabl * 
; M ment. 5 e &. | 1055 „„ . 3 


Such is the quired ti of the 


6c: op we will now examine it in 


4 nl; 


8 WY 'The obſtacle to population, ariſing 
from the diſparity of ſexes, muſt, as 
$65 e. Wilberforce obſerves, | eventually | 

cure itſelf. But the N is diſtant, 


6 and 


: | 
— 
f 
', EY 
j 
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#6, ahi 5 evil. is I" The 4 upernu- . 
_ ©* merary males, amounting in the iſland | 
pH « of Jamaica to 30,000, not only do not : 
contribute to population, but they are a 
«6 fatal check to it, by greatly —— 75 
Noa the menus * the females. | 


a «On the ſubject o be 3 | obſtacle | 

; . there can be no doubt. If » we * an 
2 end to the ſlave trade, no negroes can 
0 contract diſorders i in the middle erar- 


i The third 1 obſtacle is 1 5 . 

« Joined with. i improper food. The labour | 

| 40 of a negro in the iſland by. no means : 
$6 equals that of a day-labourer.i 1¹ Europe, ö 

| 10 not becauſe the negro is weaker, but be- 

„ cauſe it is impoſſible to exact from a 
8 flave the fame exertions that will be 
„ voluntarily made by a free - man but if 

e add the immoderate Sach f the 

« e the work of the ay, the ſum 

b 8 . becomes 
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„ CaT „ 
= hich exceſſive, and is deftruQive "YT 
8575 the conſtitution. A negro will fre- | 
5 ere walk ten, or even fifteen, miles 

in an evening to viſit a favourite wife, 

oy 9 return before ſun- riſe to his hut, in jb 
_ ſpite of the utmoſt vigilence that can 5 | 
<< exerted to prevent him ; and as he 1s, on 


I 8 


35 theſe occaſions, particularly anxious to 

9 8 avoid ſuſpicion, he will reſume his la- c 

6 bours after this fatiguing Journey with 
«increaſed alacrity, This is certainly a 

$6 vary! frequent cauſe of mortality among 
tlie negroes; but it ſhould ſeem that this 
« practice cannot be attributed to the ſeve= 
<< rity of their field labour, or to ſcanty or 
« improper food. Exceſſive labour can — 


ba: never, FF apprehend, be exafted from ne- | 4 
groes, becauſe they are the moſt 1 impa- ] 
tient of mankind under what they con- 

ider as injuſtice, and will inſtantly free 

<< themſelves from it by ſuicide, when un- 

44 able to ke vengeance 0 the aggreſſor. : „ N 

55 jul Haag There . e ] 
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1 There 1275 Ty be Ws caſes where : 
they will make great, and, perhaps, ; 

. of . 
3 maſter, whom they know to be in dif” 
— « treſs : : but I ſuppoſe that ſuch caſes have 5 
. not hitherto been ſufficiently frequent 8 
1 45 to be conſidered as a general cauſe of the 
| 4. * decreaſe - 5 in the me lation of 


« much too great exertions in favo a1 


« With Ry in to o this fied 5 — - 


1 « + that where this is either cnfuffcienr or 
= «4 improper, it will be found to ariſe either 
64 from huraicanes, or from long-continued 

_ drought, or from ſuch extremities of pe- 
« cuniary diſtreſs in cher maſter as will not | 

* frequently occur. Mr. Wilberforce 

* cannot ſeriouſly believe his own aſſer- 

= tion, that there 1 is a conſtant tendency | 
a to the minimum with reſpett - to flaves' 

. allowance; nor can he bei ignorant that; 
th: A in times of great calamity, our 
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5 1 
>” markets. are univerſally pl 2 
44 fruit, vegetables, poultry, and various 
s other articles by the ſlaves, who there- 
4 fore muſt poſſeſs ſomething beyond what 
4 ig ne y for their own ſubſiſtence. 


1 But, even if i it were otherwiſe, fopula- 


tian could not eaſily be affected by it, 
_ 45. becauſe the unproductive negroes, who 
4 compoſe above two thirds of every gang, 
« would be the firſt victims of their maſ- 
4 ter's brutality, while his own intereſt 
35 would plead for thoſe wha were able to 
46 increaſe his profits, and to recruit. the 
Wu. freſh TENTS | 


ns The Gourth 8 of mortality og 55 
« the negroes is the diſſoluteneſs of their 
„ manners. This may be, in a great mea- 
- ſure, aſcribed to polygamy, which pro- 
OM bably muſt operate as a check to popu- 
4e lation, even in Africa, but which is a 


« moſt prepoſterous cuſtom i in t the Weſt 
G „ . Indies, 


1 


Ty 
« 


c 


SPY, 


W's 
Wes 
e 


| CY 
ec 


- 


; 5 < 15 ; 
3 : x . ” , ; * * 8 
” « g . : ; 5 Re ; = : . 
* + . ? 
mY ; : — p K 
4 w " of "% * 
* * * * . T 
% R * . * — — ** a „ 2 
* . 4 . Y . 7 259 
es. "Io ; Ls, Sa - - be KS 
p ; ; : : : 7 : 
. 2 - n 
* * 5 N 5 
; * A 1 pt 


4 42 IF 


Indies, n it 3 tao an enor- a 


mous degree the diſproportion between 


the ſexes, and has a moſt fatal influence 
on the health of the huſbands. Beſide s, 1 
the negroes, though extremely jealous 


to the conduct of their daughters. 1 


of their wives, are pe rfectly indifferent 
The fe, 


therefore, become proſtitutes almoſt 


from their childhood , and' ſeldom think 
of attaching Ss to one man till 0 


they are worn out. by exceſſes with 


many. The children generally periſh - 
during infancy from the effects of a dif- 
order tranſmitted to them by the mo- 


thers, who ſtudiouſly conceal theſe eK. 


fects of their licentiouſneſs until the 


5 


diſeaſe becomes incu rable ; and hence 5 


it happens that, on many eſtates, no 


negroes can be raiſed, excepting ſuch as 


are Fhe TR" of African mothers. . 
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64 43 0 
45 Theſe evils, and many others ariſing - 
; « from the ſame ſource, have been long 5 
6 felt and deplored by the planters, and 


dein expedient that their ingenuity, 
« 


9 oo” 


quickened by intereſt and enlightened To 
6: by experience, could deviſe, has been a 

| De employed to check the diſorder. 1 It is 

6 eaſy to fay that regular marriages have 1 5 

5 not been Properly encouraged ; and if by 8 
IG properly we mean fucceſs Null ly, the afſer- . 

tion is true. But Mr. Wilberforce does 

not make any allowance for that frenzy : 

. -of deſire that boils in the veins of an 
boy. African, and renders him inſenſible to 
Yi, every” other allurement, and ſuperior to 
the dread of ſeverity. Thoſe Who rea- 
2 fon about ſlavery on abſtract principles 
. ſee nothing but unlimited power on one 


4 ks 


6h ſide, and unlimited ſubmiſſion on the 

_ <* other, and form to themſelves the idea 
. of a fituation which does not and. can 5 
1 not exiſt i in nature. | - One of the ableſt „ 


„„ 8 2 «+ monarchs 
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” 44 1 5 
1 5 of the INE cent N 0 at the 
head of the moſt docile and cubmiltve 
<< nation in the univerſo, | xhauſted ; 
« reſources of deſpotiſm. in an attempt to . 
> induce or compel his. ſubjects to part . 
«© with. their beards; but che Ruſfang 
4%, continued, and ill continue, inflexibly . 
405 attached to this ornament, though. pro- 
5 40 ſcribed by their favourite Emperor, and „„ 
« conſidered as the characteriſtic ſymbol . 5 
« of ſlavery. Can it be ſuppoſed that * 
«4, plurality of wives. affords fewer ſources 5 
5 of enjoyment than. a long beard, or that = 
the power of our colonial aſſemblies is: 
equal to that of Peter the Great! To 
44 legiſlate for ſlaves i is not caly, becauſe, Y 
. « having fewer rights, they. are more ber- 
8 * rinaciouſly attached to their cuſtoms, 
- 1 even where theſe are the reſult. of ca- 
{ 666 price, and not founded c the ſtrongeſt 
e Propenſities of | human nature: be des, . 
| « n ke no confidence: in n their ann. 
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_ a Ja . at once from ah 
Th extreme of ſubmiſſion to the moſt deſpe- 
4%. rate neee, N 


: nk til 1 n de . will 4 
7 appear | that you ought to point out the 
means of removing the obſtacles above 
66. mentioned, before you ſay that they 
may and muſt be removed; but as 1! 
have given a ſtatement. of them rather 
«6. diffe rent | from that exhibited by Mr. 
V ilberforce, you may ſuppoſe that F 
6, wiſh. to evade his argument. I wilt 


755 therefore meet him on his own grounds, 


- 66 and: prove to you, from his own reaſon- 
« ings and aſſertions, that the abolition of 
4. the flave trade would and muff have an 
os effect directly contrary to that which 
<< he: ſeems to expect from it. - He ſup- 
<< poſes that the decreaſe of the negroes 
66: ariſes from the rigorous treatment of the 
| 45 Fe, 


3 046) 
= :. 77 „ planters, or ter of the managers: e 
= {7 &« will, if TAY ee take! this for: aa : 


f * 1 DD 5 A 2, 7 1 5 2 nx 7 4 5 ; TY 8 hy 4 4 95 8 as 2 
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SS . . © i 5 he BE WE 


N . | 1 15 : Ui as 8 the 4 

” 855 trade will produce an inability of mak-' 
: : 46 ing any addition to the ſtock by pur- : 

za ce. chaſe, or by. any other means, | except 


1 the encouragement 8 ee 5 
1 « Granted. - Henceforward, therefore, a 
4 milder treatment muff be adopted. Not 
E. a all. Provided this inability exiſts, . 
= 4 js evidently indifferent whether it be Pp 
5 8 produced by an act of the Legiſlature, or 5 


<4 by any other cauſe. Now there are 


9 Xs 2 * 


55 1 already many planters who are unable 5 
t purchaſe ſlaves; and, if you will ex- 
— * amine all the iſlands, you will uni- 
WA formly find that it is on the eſtates of 
1 : „„ pooreſt and moſt diſtreſſed. planters | 
ter the decreaſe is greateſt. The rigo- 
WE 4700s treatment of ſlaves always ariſes | 
. N from the diſtreſs of the maſter, and Mr. 
=—_ JJ W | 


Sa 


2 Vtberfore: bas given us an excellent 
« reaſon why it muſt be ſo. Intereſt | 
. (ſays he) is undoubtedly the great ſpring 
: 6 of action in the affairs of mankind but 
it is jmmediate and preſent, not difant 
fuure intereſt, however real, that is apt 
« to actuate us.“ The diſtreſſed planter 
<« knows, that by rigorous treatment his 
«<' ſlaves will decreaſe, and that his ruin 
« will probably be the ultimate conſe- 
15 « quence ; but be perſeveres, becauſe he 
4 prefers future to preſent diſtreſs. 1 it 
< not evident that the greater part of man- 
4e kind would reaſon in the ſame way, if 
66 they were placed i in the fame ſituation ? 

. Some few planters who unite opulence 
4 and economy would probably diminiſn 
their culture with a view to future ad- 
| vantage; but in all claſſes of men the 

60 majority are prodigal and inconſiderate. 
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. prove the flouriſhing ſta 


= 
. e 1 red to convince 
1 us by argument that the . of the -” 
© 46 flave trade will be rather advantageous | 
1 than' prejudicial to the iſlands, . Wil- 5 
„ 06 berforce produces a long calcu 
at nad: | 
+4 have arrived during the continuance of 
Lt that trade, and inſiſts, that the births | 
Wh « and deaths are now equal, and that 


— 


1 5 therefore any farther importation is un- 


"8 5 Now on this point I ſhall | 
« beg leave to make three obſervations; — ff, 


4 Firſt; if we admit both his facts and 


| «+ his inferences, it will infallibly f follow. 

| © 25 that | the abolition 1s unneceſſary, 8 
| 6 that the evil muſt cure itſelf 3 finceitis 8 : 

. 4 evident that the iſlands will ceaſe to 

*% buy negroes whenever they ſhall ceaſe 
to want them. Secondly ; his infer= 

ences do not follow from his facts; for, 5 5 

let us ſuppoſe that an iſland has annu- / E 


«6 "ly SOR a thouſand flaves, and that 
66 this 5 


8 
„ 
* 


\ : 


4 ahr that VVV 


8 In "A 7 year en the number 


* 
5 
tf 
* 


1 


this importation ſhall ceaſe in the pre- 
„ ſent year, but that a thouſand children 
„ ſhall be born: it is evident, that though 5 


66 the number of fouls: will be the ſame, 


„the power will be very different, and 


f » 


that the iſland will be weakerby a thou- 
ſand labourers this year than it was the 
laſt. Thirdly; the facts on which his 
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66 calculaton i is 1 gore 6 are > falfe, 


f 


Is Mr: Wilberforce fates, int the tenth 


N * ** 


— 


& of negroes living in the fland | 
ie of Jamaica was about "3075806 


In the year I 7 74 about 5 19 3,000 
And in the year 1787 about 2656, oo 


Nowy Mr. Wilberforce knew (becauſe 
it was ſtated in the paper from which 


» ; H . V he | 


= 


140 


55 
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= 1 Mr. Wilberfores choſe to. ks the 


| 85 


Te) 


© he copied theſe numbers) that PR were 
ll incorrect. The laſt is a mere gueſs, 


and declared to be ſuch ; the two former = 


are too ſmall, becauſe they are taken 
from the tax-rolls, in which all the ne- 

« groes are not rated. Theſe tax-rolls, — 
+ Rabies though they do not give =—_ 


actly the poſitive number of negroes at 


any one period, are the only authentic 


record by 1 which we can judge of the 


relative numbers at different periods: 5 


but Mr. Wilberforce contented himſelf 
with following them where they ſuited 


his purpoſe, and rejected them in the 
laſt inſtance, becauſe they did not fur- - 
©niſh a number large enough for his 


hypotheſis. By their ſtatement the 
number of negroes in 1757 was s only | 
. n e 


79 


two firſt numbe * dar- rolls, it 


eee a 
— 


—— 


„ 


"8 


tl 


« is evident that we muſt take the third Z 
from the ſame authority; or if he 
60 chüſes to add 45,000 to the laſt num- 


| - 00) ber, we muſt make a Proportional addi- 


rs tion to the other two; . and, in both 5 
4 caſes, i it is evident that his aſſertions are 
& falſe, and that the iſlands cannot keep 
| 10 up their ſtock of negroes without the | 


1 continuance of the trade. 


64 Mr. Wilberforce, ia. 18 e 


* 


2 


indemnification for all our loſſes. But, 


S : 


==. 


e muſt have occurred to him, that of the 


ce 


N 


OS: 


oc ſinee the diſcovery of the iſlands, no one 


Ha: 14 indivi- 


for this conclufion, and therefore kindly 55 
« offers us the uſe of the plough, as an | 


* 


Sir, 1 muſt ſuppoſe that this is a bad 

joke; for to conſider it as the ſuggeſtion . 
906 ſolemn quackery would be too e 
66” grading to our little Triptolemus. It | 


thouſands who. have ſucceflively mi- 
grated from Europe to the Weſt Indies 


4 


4 


* 


the ſame uſes in another. 


x: 323 


f individual can poſſibly have been isno⸗ : 

£ rant of the uſes of the plough + he muſt 

have heard that It has been employed 
univerſally, and almoſt as univerſally 
abandoned; and it required no great 
ſtretch of 1 imagination to conceive that 
at RT Is fo Secs to ones 


a 


| local aloe; 5 e ene to. 


Beſides, if 


0 ploughs are generally introduced, by 
What artifice could we induce them to 
cut our canes, to paſs them through the 
mill, to boil our ſu gar, or diſtil our rum? : 
From what does he infer that horſes or 


cattle might be uſefully employed for c 
theſe purpoſes? 


that the mere operation of Planting, 


5 forms only a part of the labour, and 
that on thoſe eſtates, where this opera- 
tion takes place only once in twenty 


46 years, | 


- 


He certainly knows 1 


dee he fan oder of genen is ne- 


« As. a . ee e Mr. W- 
&< berforce adviſes the employment of our 
0 domeſtic ſlaves i in field labour. Theſe, 
4 K believe, do not amount to one fourth 
55 f of the number that he ſuppoſes: many 


of dur ſervants are free men; others 


have been taken into the houſe from : 
their inability to ſupport the labour of 
he field; and others as a reward for 
S their docility and fidelity, This re- 
+ ſource, therefore, would prove extremely 
4. inadequate, and the advantages of the 
« experiment would ber. no means com- 
1 0 penſate 1 its eruelty. 
5 « "Die own Mr. . Wilberforce) $ cif it be 
4 inſiſted that the deficiency can in no 
5 way be ſupplied, and that the quantity 
N of produce muſt diminiſh, 1 then revert 
(66 to f 


66 "inp of price will wake up i tals 
4 to the planters, a and i is a clear ultimate 15 


1 * eee 


| 4. Tie nette Eigens however, 5 
| « is by no means un verſall admitted, 5 

<< even in queſtions of taxation, to which 
it is Cn applicable ; eee in | the E 
px inſtance, it is no arg umen : 
Py all. . The abolition would not, in the Py 
© inftance, produce any diminution of 
« produce, becauſe the poorer planters Be- 


ng generally under contract to furnith a 


« determinate annual quantity, would con- 
_ « tinue todo fo until tł e increaſing weak- | 
| © neſs of their negroes ſhould render a far N 
3 * Wer compliance with their agreement 
| & abſolutely impoſ ible. From this pe- 5 
2 * riod, indeed, the diminution would be 
. © rapid, and it is probable that the ID 
= would for's' time incre 


« propor- 


ſe in the fame 


cas 


1 proportion; but this would be no in- 
d demnification to the ſufferers, it would 
5 only be a profit accruing to the opulent 0 
_ « planters from the diſtreſſes of the neceſ- 1 
„ fitous. This ſtate of things, however, 5 


60 could not be laſting. Either the con- 


4 ſumption would diminiſh, or the con- 
« ſurer would inſiſt on being freed from 
the monopoly of the Britiſh planters, 
60 and would receive the articles of Weſt- 
1 Indian produce at a cheaper rate from 


« the forcign colonies. 1 


De” tant parts of Mr. Wilberforce's ſpeech, 
4 ſo that the remainder may be diſpatched 


in a few words. I ſhould, indeed, have 


N « paſſed it over in filence, but that it may 
not be amiſs to ſhow how uniformly he 


85 miſſrepreſents every part of the ſubject. : 


% He ſays, it is abſurd to pretend that 


60 Len will be h affected by the 5 | 


6 abolition, Z 


I have now diſcuſſed the moſt impor- 


— 


/ 


& 


ee + abolition, Saks le flave trade oecu- : 


66 


46 


( 


66 


66 


pies only one fifteenth part of the out- 
ward · bound tonnage at that port. No- 
the total outward- bound tonnäge 1 15 
Liverpool amounts to 


5 3 Sue 
44 7 or hes 


5 tug He 1810 us, A all che Wine FA 
0 charged i in conſequence of the abolition 
N might be uſefully employed in our 

5 5 fiſheri jes, or other trades. But 1 believe d 


it would be found inconvenient to em- : 


56, 00 tons, of 


which 14,000 are occupied by the „ 
can trade. This, I conceive, is one fourth, | 
5 and not one . 1255 of the whole. 8 


ploy large ſhips inſtead of boats 1 in our 


fiſheries. Beſides, our negroes in the 
iſlands principally ſubſiſt on ſalted fiſh : 

and there ſeems no reaſon for ſuppoſing 
| that the demand for this article will be 
increaſed by the defalcation of 17,000 . 


. conſumers, who are annually imported 


* 


1 ” OY . ' 


; into the ſeveral lands, CR Tore 


*7 . 
PP. "P T4 Kx: £2 % 
5 ? 


7, 


„ 5 57 ) 
- He gravely defends the accuracy of 
ONS Mr. Clark ſon's calculations, and aſſures | 
aus, that more ſailors die in one year in the 
« ſlave trade than in two years in all our 
„ trades put together ; and that the five 
| 86 thouſand failors employed i in this trade 
are not @ benefit to our navy, as ſame have 
* ignorantiy argued. I” 


He then proceeds to ridicule the we 
and ab/urd opinion of certain perſons, 
who thought that France would con- 


e tinue to, carry on their trade, whenever 


it ſhould be relinquiſhed by the Engliſh. 
< It is true that ſome miſſionaries, from | 
66 thoſe benevolent and conſcientious ſoci- 
om he fo highly praiſes, had 


8 exerted themſelves with great effect in 
France, and had nearly ſucceeded in 
e ſevering for ever the colonies from the 
e mother country: but the final deciſion 
of the N ational Afembly has confirmed 

EE I [46 the 


5 intelligence than can 


cn) 


4 7 - 83 
0 3 
? * 


1 « Laſtly, , he Wiek; from the abe litioh 7 
45 « of the preſent trade, the eſtabliſhmetit 
of ah extenſive, advantageous, and 
e hattnleſs commerce with the Africans. 
. . This, indeed, were devoutly 19 be 
75 66 wiſhed! but on what grounds we can 
8 dee hope f for ſuch an event, 1 cannot under- 
e ſtand. All the dying wood that Britain 
. js able to conſume, and all the gold duſt 
e that can be procured, would not employ 
. tore than one twentieth” part of the 
ol ſhipping now ſent to Africa. The cul- 
ture of indigo and tobacco requires more | 
be at preſent ex- 


40 pected from negroes. Rice, | indeed, 
„ might be produced to almoſt any 
* „ amount; but it could no Ae find a 


7 8 21 the weak © abſurd opinion bs ably'r res 
e © futed 1 85 Mr. 1 Ol ny: 


* 


4 market ſo advantageous as that which i is 55 


Ae eee by. the flave merchants, - who 


0; a Ih would 


* 
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„„ 
„ would gladly pu rchaſe ſeven. or eight. 
_ times the quantity that has ever been 
a raiſed on the coaſt. | Beſides, though we 
„ hav 


e certainly a right to determine what 
6 articles we will import from Africa, our 
eports muſt be left to the choice of the. Se 
1 Africans: 1 what art then can mora: . 1 
1 lity and virtue be infuſed into the 
e brandy, or mixed up with the gun- 
5 « powder, which they are always ſo eager 
to purchaſe? And if we cannot do this, 
how can our trade be harmleſs and inof- 
12 fenſive? Be aſſured, that if civilization & 
e evertake place in Africa, i it will be there, - : " 
6 as it has been every where elſe, the ef- 4 


i. fect of internal regulation; and that it 1 8 


1 
* COR * * 


be very little advanced by the 


5 [i e of Meſſrs. Wilberforce, Wad- 
81 ſtrom, and Co. The abolition of ſlavery 
is not any where the work of a day: the 
c enfranchiſement of Ruſſia has been the 
favourite object e of the e ape 


„ I 2 . 0 en 


rs no eigens 5 
. you to pardon auy mis Pr that you . 
may have thought diſreſpectful to the 
- « character of your favourite orator.” Lam 
. Bot the enemy of Mr. Wilberforce, nor 
: 4 do I aſcribe to him, or to the harmleſs 
20 fanatics by whom he 1 is ſurroun led, the 
. original project for aboliſhing the lv 
d trade. baroxyſir of eee art 
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5 6 {agacity 1 firſt pointed out the wi > ed t 
ey 1 dency of a trade, with which it was 
0 *. their intereſt to diſguſt the Bard can 

* in order to ſecure to themſelves a natural 
0 0 and permanent connection with the 
OO ® Welt Indies: and it did not eleaps hem 
3 : | 5 1 that the diſcuſſion of ſuch a meaſure 
3 * Oy ae to produce a con derable 
=. ES BY 35 2 


—— —————————— —— — — — una: 
2 - 
- * 


1 
1 


6% adctuated by th 


8 # Jong held out to public execration for 


5 61 * „5 Fu 
4 def " 8 ef 3 between the addr 
country and the colonies. Many of their 
"ol proſelytes, I am perſuaded, have beer 
pureſt and moſt. conſei- FP 
„ entious motives; but their:zeal has long N | 
4 ſince abated. The language of exagge= -. 
0 ration, having ceaſed to inflame, begins | ” 
| to be heard with diſguſt, and crimes are 
no longer conſidered as credible in pro- 
| 80 portion as they are atrocious. We 1 


5 are now told, that after having hen ſo 


66 doing what the laws of our country per- N 
4 mitted and encouraged us to do, we may 1 5 
e Hope to ſee our cauſe: ſpeedily conſigned 
ET oblivion, although i it is impracticable 

e to aff 
* courſelves, or to limit the duration of a 

20 trial, which operates as a puniſhment, 

e by annihilating our credit, 5 and endan- 2 þ 3 

“gering our properties and our perſons.” „„ 


rd us the means of exculpating 


A 


= 5 e 
TC*ͤTVVVVT 
| 1 
5 


5 0 Ga. Þ 
= After theſe words, i 


Sir, my antagoniſt =” 
+ - ſuddenly diſappeared, notwithſtandin 8 oy . - 
- endeavours to ſtop a 18 
1 that I was convinced: 


Jo not 1 ſuppoſe - ; 
4 ir ; that is a 
15 weakneſs with which I have n never had rea- © N 


N ſon to reproach myſelf.” Old opinions are 
Uke old friends: and a man of humanity, 


far from abandoning them iu diſtreſs, nn 
conſider their helpleſs ſituation as an addi- | 


_—_— 


po: tional claim his protetion. e 


Now as you, Siu, are equally interaſted- 
in their welfare, and as I am es 
that you can fiſh. up from the depths of 
+ your underſtanding a variety of arguments | 
Which I ſhould ſearch for in vain, I hum- . 5 
5 bly beg leave to requeſt a communication 5 5 _ bY 
=_ of ſuch as you ſhall think me able to ma- — | 

$ he 1 7 in the ow of n ＋ te, 
— . ]•—ͤ „ . 
| Your moſt celpeAful . Gott. „„ 
1 HH O- AFRICAN. | . 5 
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